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eddietalk- January/ February 2012
eddie is an email discussion forum for staff working in local authority education and children's services departments. eddie is funded by the LGA and managed by the NFER. If you work for a local authority and would like to take part in discussions, please email eddie@nfer.ac.uk to join. 

eddie messages were received on several subjects during January and February. These included RAISE online, the consultation on Exclusion Guidance and provision of suitable transport for pupils with statements.
Sharing new birth data with children’s centres
An enquiry was sent from an authority trying to come to a formal agreement with child health services for sharing new birth data with the Primary Care Trust (PCT) and asking if any other authorities had a protocol in place.  Two authorities had tried to set up something similar but had not succeeded; one suggested trying to use registrar’s data instead and the other now use Tell Us Once. However, several authorities had successfully arranged agreements. One authority is sent birth data every month with teenage pregnancies flagged, and several others in the region had similar agreements with the PCT. Another had a reciprocal arrangement with the PCT whereby the authority received the birth data annually and, in return, provided pupil level data from the schools census to inform the Health database. A further authority had an agreement for sharing numerical data with the PCT, but not data involving names. In another example, an authority had just agreed on a protocol where health visitors on new birth visits seek signed permission from new mums to share date of birth information and addresses with the children’s centre, so the children’s centre can make contact. 
Calculating Academy Budget Shares
A message was sent asking if anyone was aware of anything in the legislation, funding agreement or any other documentation that requires an academy to provide data to the local authority so that schools’ budget shares can be calculated. If not, they wanted to know if any authorities had been successful in establishing an effective mechanism for this. 
Local authorities are entitled to prescribed data from the school census on academies, but it is made available from the Department for Education too late for use in school budgets. Therefore some authorities ask academies to send a copy of their school census for budgeting purposes. This is useful to the authority but it is also in the academies’ interest to do so. As an incentive for academies to respond, one authority points out that any errors in data could impact on funding, for example, if pupils are incorrectly marked as subsidiary or if pupils receiving free school meals are not counted. Another authority is trying to address this problem by establishing a data sharing agreement with each academy, covering the need for them to provide data to calculate budget shares. The authority is currently in the process of sending each academy a detailed schedule of the information required. A letter from the Department of Education to academy governors was also shared with the list, in which academies were advised of the need to send census data to their authorities, and were urged to do this promptly. 
Academy conversion trends
In December there was a popular thread on eddie about academy conversions. In January the originator of the query collated the responses and shared the table with the list.
eddie user survey
In January a survey of six questions was sent to the forum to gather member responses about how useful they find eddie and how the list is used. We received an excellent level of response, and will make feedback available to users shortly. 
Thank you to all those who took part.  
All eddie messages are available to list members at the Mailtalk Archives. Please log in to view these. 
